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T oday I want to start a sub ject that’s been on my heart for sev eral weeks if 
not months, the Res ur rec tion and the Sec ond Com ing of Christ, the as -
pect of liv ing with Je sus not just to day but for ever. I have been shar ing

bits and parts of this so this is go ing to seem like a col lage of ideas and per haps
dis jointed at times, but I want to bring it back to the un der stand ing of the Sec ond 
Com ing and the Res ur rec tion, to know the heart of God. I want to en cour age the
peo ple of God in the Church through hard times. Many say the Church has one
uni ver sal ap peal, the mes sage of “better times are com ing.” The Sec ond Com -
ing is go ing to be a better time than what we are go ing through now. Things may
get re ally rough but it won’t al ways be like this. Be yond that how ever, what?

You see when I was grow ing up in the Church it did n’t have much mean -
ing for me as a young man. I was raised in a mil i tary fam ily; my fa ther was in the 
Air Force and we went from coun try to coun try and fi nally set tled in Ver mont.
Things were n’t all that bad. We got a black and white TV when ev ery body else
got one; we got a color TV when ev ery one else got one. We got to watch the
won der ful world of color! All these re lated things, things were n’t so bad. The
re ally bad thing (which also had a good side) was we had only one en emy, the
Com mu nists. I was never taught that the Devil was my en emy. I was taught that
the Rus sians were. In fact we had drills where we had to hide un der our desks
when we did “bomb drills,” pre par ing us for an at tack if it came. On the bases
over seas we were pro tected by ma chines guns, tanks and all kinds of ar til lery as
we would walk to school. In ter est ing. And so, we knew just who our en emy
was. Be fore that our en emy was Ja pan, then Hit ler, and be fore that the In di ans
out West! 

I re mem ber I had a hol ster with two toy guns, cap guns and you’d better
watch out be cause “Two Gun Pete” was right there in your face. I al ways had
them loaded with fresh caps. If you crossed me you were go ing to get the cap
gun, “boom, boom, boom.” I can re mem ber once when my dad took us to the
Na vaho res er va tion, he felt this tug on the back of his trou sers, then again as he
was try ing to take a pic ture of the In dian Chief. Fi nally dad looked around and
sees me and then re al izes that he had been back ing up to the cliff’s sharp drop
off. “Dad, dad, those In di ans are our en e mies!” The Chief rec og nized im me di -
ately what the prob lem was and came over and gave me a big hug. 

So we be gin to re al ize as we grow up that who we thought were our en e -
mies are not that at all. The truth of what is go ing on be comes more and more
real as God be gins to paint the pic ture of re al ity. We are no lon ger in the “won -
der ful world of col ored fan tasy” but the world of ac tual color. It was no lon ger
the ory but re al ity. One of things that the Lord has shown me, “Pe ter, there are a
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lot of the o rists in the world but you are not one of them. You’re a tech ni cian. It
has to work for you.” That is in clud ing my re li gion, my faith. If it does n’t work,
then throw it away. Quite hon estly at that time the res ur rec tion did n’t have any
mean ing for me so I “threw it away.” Who cares. I am more con cerned about
whether God loves me or not, more con cerned about those kind of things. How -
ever, as I grew older the Lord started to paint all the col ors of re al ity into my life. 
I be gan to see that the Sec ond Com ing had some real mean ing other than the fact 
that I could just get through this life and wait for Him to come again, the Res ur -
rec tion of the Dead. The es tab lish ment of the King dom of God is what the Sec -
ond Com ing is all about. 

Did you ever think about what Je sus said in John 3:16 that God so loved
the world that He gave His only Son. Why did He give His Son? It does n’t talk
about re pen tance right there al though it is ob vi ously a part of it. Who ever be -
lieves in Him shall not per ish but have eter nal life. And so, as I first be came a
Chris tian I thought to my self, “Yea I have eter nal life now but I al most don’t
care if I have eter nal life later.” Apos tle Paul kind of re bukes us in his com ment, 
“We are to be pit ied most of all if we did n’t be lieve in the Sec ond Com ing of
Christ and the Resurrection.” And so, I thought about that more and more
lately.

What is the Res ur rec tion?
Je sus was res ur rected. Laz a rus was res ur rected to a mor tal body and died

again later. But Je sus was res ur rected and He had an im mor tal body. So it seems
there are dif fer ent kinds of Res ur rec tions. Are we go ing to be res ur rected like
Je sus? Or are we go ing to be res ur rected like Laz a rus? Then I thought in Gen e -
sis it says that the Lord cre ated us in His own im age, spir i tual and body form.
You know as we give birth to our chil dren they are so cute when first born and
then they be come less cute, the chang ing of di a pers, etc. What a bless ing to see
cre ation and hold it in your hand. Just so, when God cre ated us don’t you think
He felt a lit tle bit like that!? We know He did since af ter He had cre ated all the
fish and all the plants and an i mals He said, “This is good.” But af ter He cre ated
us He said, “This is VERY good!” Awe some. It is my opin ion that there is some -
thing about how God made us that He wants us to re mem ber for ever, our birth,
our cre ation, who He cre ated us to be. Af ter all, why not be res ur rected to an en -
ergy form? Why not be res ur rected to the new “Ap ple” or some thing. . . Why
not be res ur rected to some thing you your self would want? Some thing else, an -
other cre ation al to gether. How ever the Lord says, “No. I want you to be res ur -
rected just as you were as I cre ated you.”

So we see, Je sus was res ur rected but just as He was, a skel e ton, flesh and
bone. etc., how ever with cer tain pow ers that you and I don’t have. He walked
through walls, He could be trans ported. He could cause you to not rec og nize
Him, all kinds of things with His new, res ur rected body. Cool.
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The Sec ond Com ing
Is the Sec ond Com ing about the res ur rec tion of our earthly bod ies? More

than that, it is about the es tab lish ment of His King dom upon this earth for ever
and ever. The uni verse is wait ing for the Sec ond Com ing. Maybe the earth, but
the whole uni verse also? The an gels were re joic ing over what God had done
when Je sus came the first time. They will more than re joice the Sec ond Time.
They are go ing to an nounce it!  I thought about other times in the New Tes ta -
ment in which we see a hint of the Resurrection to come. There are all kinds of
be liefs out there based upon what you have seen and heard and tasted in real life. 
In the last 200 years and es pe cially in the last 100, even 50 years, you have got -
ten super 3-D, technicolor sci ence fic tion en ter ing into your mind-set to cloud
you to what the Res ur rec tion might re ally be. So now when we think of the Res -
ur rec tion, when you think of what life will be af ter death, we pic ture it a lit tle
like sci ence fic tion. Sci ence fic tion did n’t even ex ist a short time ago. Imag i na -
tion ex isted but it was n’t in technicolor, 3-D and video games to re in force it like
we have now. 

The Trans fig u ra tion
So what did they be lieve 200 years ago, a 1,000 years ago? What did they

be lieve 2,000 years ago? They be lieved some thing. It was n’t their imag i na tions. 
It was what they were told and what they read in the scrip tures. It was n’t un ex -
cit ing ei ther. Re mem ber the trans fig u ra tion on the Mount of Ol ives. Re mem -
ber? Think about that. The Old Tes ta ment saints have died and are wait ing for
the Sec ond Com ing. But what about the Trans fig u ra tion? Who was there? Je sus
first. How did that hap pen? It was n’t re ally the Res ur rec tion; He was still liv ing
in His flesh and blood and yet He was trans fig ured some how to a dif fer ent kind
of be ing in Eter nity al most as you might think of it. And yet, Je sus and the dis ci -
ples, in the Spirit, rec og nized two other peo ple there. Not en ergy forms. Not a
voice from a sci ence-fic tion movie. Not some thing they did n’t rec og nize at all
but it says there was with Him, Mo ses and Eli jah talk ing with Je sus! 

So there they are. Are they wait ing for the Sec ond Com ing? Yeah they
are. Are they wait ing for the Resurrection of their bod ies? Yes, they are. But
were  they rec og niz able in the face of this Trans fig u ra tion story? Ab so lutely.
There was some thing of them that was rec og niz able. I can only think that it was
some kind of hu man form, not an en ergy form, not a “voice” from heaven, or
even an an gel. It was Mo ses and Eli jah, in di vid u als talk ing with Je sus. I have no
idea what they were talk ing about, but boy, would I like to know! I of ten thought 
I’d have liked to lis ten in on that con ver sa tion. I could think that they were prob -
a bly en cour ag ing Him in what He was about to face, say ing, “Lord, there are
tough times ahead for You. We had it rough but it was noth ing com pared to what
You are go ing to face, es pe cially since You know the be gin ning from the end.”
Any way Je sus walked down from that place and that’s the last we hear from
Mo ses and Eli jah maybe un til the Sec ond Com ing. 
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Res ur rec tion Be lief in the Old Tes ta ment
Well, the Old Tes ta ment be liever knew some thing of the Res ur rec tion. Is -

n’t that in ter est ing. I al ways thought Res ur rec tion was a New Tes ta ment doc -
trine in that Je sus is Com ing Again. But the Old Tes ta ment Jew also be lieved in
the Sec ond Com ing con cept, ex cept for the Sad du cee’s as it says in Matthew 22.

23 On that day there came to HimSadducees, they that say that there is no
res ur rec tion: and they asked him,

What? That means there was a sect of the Jew ish faith that did not be lieve
in the Res ur rec tion while ev ery body else did. 

24 say ing, Teacher, Mo ses said, If a man die, hav ing no chil dren, his
brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 25 Now
there were with us seven breth ren: and the first mar ried and de ceased,
and hav ing no seed left his wife unto his brother; 26 in like man ner the sec -
ond also, and the third, unto the sev enth. 27 And af ter them all, the woman
died. 28 In the res ur rec tion there fore whose wife shall she be of the
seven? for they all had her. 29 But Je sus an swered and said unto them, Ye
do err, not know ing the scrip tures, nor the power of God. 30 For in the
res ur rec tion they nei ther marry, nor are given in mar riage, but are as an -
gels in heaven.

Let’s stop there for a min ute be cause there is an other con cept that we
need to talk about and lis ten to. When Cheryl and I first got mar ried we thought
that just could n’t be true. We want to be mar ried for ever, not to death do us part,
but for ever. That’s a nice thought but there is go ing to be change in who you are
in this uni verse in the Res ur rec tion. It might be better than mar riage. Think
about that! We don’t have all the an swers; we are just try ing to see all that the
scrip ture says, not what sci ence-fic tion tells you or what your imag i na tion
might tell you. Rather, what the scrip ture says. 

Here’s an other one. You’ve heard peo ple say that when some one dies
they be come an gels in heaven. That’s not true. An gels are a sep a rate cre ation.
We don’t be come an gels or an other cre ation, but He says in this scripture we
will be LIKE an gels. So how are we to be like an gels? They have pow ers you
don’t have right now, that’s one of them. “They are like an gels of God in
heaven.” 

31 But as touch ing the res ur rec tion of the dead, have ye not read that
which was spo ken unto you by God, say ing, 32 I am the God of Abra ham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja cob? God is not the God of the
dead, but of the liv ing.

Where is Je sus go ing with this state ment? It is not about the doc trine or
the ol ogy. It is about who God is. God is not the God of the dead but of the liv ing.
He never is the God of the dead! What will be raised up at the Sec ond Com ing,
out of the ashes that you will have be come and the dry bones of your body, will
be you. You were never re ally dead at all!
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John 3:16 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His [a]only be -
got ten Son, that who ever be lieves in Him shall not per ish, but have eter -
nal life.

Eter nal life does n’t have gaps of eter nity. That’s what He is say ing. You
don’t un der stand the scrip tures. God is n’t God of the dead but of the liv ing. Did
He ex pect them to un der stand that? With the Holy Spirit I can just barely grasp
it. What an awe some state ment. I know what He was say ing now. There is no
time in which I am go ing to be in limbo. There is no time in which I am go ing to
be sep a rate from Him.

Re mem ber what God said to John the Bap tist? You are go ing to rec og nize 
Je sus be cause the Spirit is go ing to come down and stay there for a while and
then when He dies and goes to heaven, then hell then heaven again, flit ting off
and on like a but ter fly? No. He will re main on Him. That same prom ise is for
you when you are bap tized in the Holy Spirit; the Spirit co mes down upon you.
Try to get rid of Him if you want; He will re main with you, never leave you as
dead. He is the God of the liv ing not the dead! 

It says the mul ti tudes were as ton ished at His teach ing. Just as ton ished?!
How could He say such things; this is crazy talk. This is the truth of the heart and 
in tent and pur poses of God. Life not death. Amen.

Laz a rus’ Res ur rec tion 
John 11  17 So when Je sus came, He found that he had al ready been in the
tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Je ru sa lem, about two miles off;
19 and many of the Jews had come to Mar tha and Mary, to con sole them
con cern ing their brother. 20 Mar tha there fore, when she heard that Je sus
was com ing, went to meet Him, but Mary stayed at the house. 21 Mar tha
then said to Je sus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 Even now I know that what ever You ask of God, God will
give You.”

See she knows some thing of the power of God. Her faith was strong re -
gard less of her out ward man i fes ta tion and per son al ity you may or may not like,
she knew how to en gage God, her King, her Lord. She knew what He could do.
“What ever You ask of God, God will give You.” Wow. 

23 Je sus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Here it is. I thought maybe Je sus was teach ing this to her. Now I re al ize
the whole Jew ish na tion was into this. They were fa mil iar with the con cept of
res ur rected life.

24 Mar tha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the res ur rec tion
on the last day.”

This was a firm doc trine amongst the Jew ish lead ers. You might re mind
Jew ish peo ple you meet now of this doc trine, the next time they think of your
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faith. Ask, “What do you think of the Res ur rec tion? Your broth ers and sis ters
be lieved in it. What hap pened to that?” There are some good scrip tures in the
Old Tes ta ment about the Res ur rec tion.

25 Je sus said to her, “I am the res ur rec tion and the life; he who be lieves in 
Me will live even if he dies,  (By the way this word die that He used was
‘Laz a rus sleeps.’ So sleep and death are kind of a mixed prob lem with the 
lan guage they were us ing.) even if he dies, 26 and ev ery one who lives and
be lieves in Me will never die. 

Do you be lieve this?! Res ur rected in the Sec ond Com ing, yea, we al ready 
know this. No. He’s not talk ing about the Sec ond Com ing here. He is talk ing
about the life that He has in you, now and for ever. We are talk ing about the Sec -
ond Com ing but also about this life that will never leave you, the Holy Spirit. 

27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have be lieved that You are the Christ,
the Son of God, even He who co mes into the world.” 

Her state ment of faith was that she knew that it could hap pen and He was
her life.

The Thief on the Cross 
An other scrip ture of what hap pens to us af ter we die is found in Luke 23. 
39 Then one of the crim i nals who were hanged blas phemed Him, say ing,
“If You are the Christ, save Your self and us.””

It was a taunt. Not a good at ti tude to have.
40 But the other thief re buked him say ing, “Do you not even fear God see -
ing that you are un der the same con dem na tion? We in deed suf fer justly
for we re ceived due re wards for our deeds but this Man has done noth ing
wrong.”

The scene is funny and yet so hon est. Where did this wis dom come from? 
The Holy Spirit.

42 And he was say ing, “Je sus, re mem ber me when You come in Your
King dom!”

Now the King dom will come and will to tally, com pletely be His at the
Sec ond Com ing. Right now, He is sit ting at the right hand of the Fa ther, wait ing
for the Church to come into her own, step by step, which she surely will. But the
thief is say ing re gard ing the Sec ond Com ing, “Re mem ber me.” Je sus re plies
that he may not have to wait that long! 

43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, to day (not the Sec ond Com ing) 
you shall be with Me in Par a dise.”

What a slap in the face to the en emy! Thank You, Je sus, for Your com mit -
ment to us, Lord God, Your mercy, Your lov ing-kind ness. O, Death, where is
your sting now! 
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Dan iel 12  2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake,
these to ev er last ing life, but the oth ers to dis grace and ev er last ing con -
tempt. 

Je sus con firms the Sec ond Com ing.

John 5 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and be lieves
Him who sent Me, has eter nal life, and does not come into judg ment, but
has passed out of death into life. 25 Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is
com ing and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God,
and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Fa ther has life in Him self,
even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Him self; 27 and He gave
Him au thor ity to ex e cute judg ment, be cause He is the Son of Man. 28 Do
not mar vel at this; for an hour is com ing, in which all who are in the
tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good
deeds to a res ur rec tion of life, those who com mit ted the evil deeds to a
res ur rec tion of judg ment.

This is n’t sci ence-fic tion. This is the re al ity of what will hap pen at the
Sec ond Com ing. Those who do not be lieve in the Lord and are fol low ing their
own way will reap con dem na tion of judg ment at the Sec ond Com ing. Not a
place I want to be. I can see the Lord paint ing a pic ture of re al ity in my life. I be -
gin to see there is some real, valid un der stand ing about how I am mo ti vated on a
day-to-day ba sis about the Sec ond Com ing. I learn how much God loves me,
enough to bring up from the dust of the earth, my bones to have a glo ri fied, im -
mor tal body. The Res ur rec tion from the dead is also spo ken about in John 5.

24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and be lieves Him
who sent Me, has eter nal life, and does not come into judg ment, but has
passed out of death into life.

In Isa iah 26.

19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust,
awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the
earth will give birth to the de parted spir its.

Billy Gra ham’s Be liefs
Billy Gra ham has be come some one I re spect deeply be cause he be lieves

the Word and the sim plic ity of the Word, not just in the ory but it has to be a
work able the ory to him. It has to be re al ity not sci ence-fic tion. Not just a the ory; 
it has to be some thing that is true. Peo ple came to Billy Gra ham and asked him
this ques tion over and over again, “Do you re ally be lieve that Je sus Christ is go -
ing to come back to this earth again?” He is a learned man, not ig no rant,
learned, hav ing had the ear of many pres i dents and world lead ers. Much of the
Church re lied upon him for an swers. They came and asked the “Big One,” one
the me dia tends not to re mem ber of course or thinks that if you be lieve this, you
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are crazy. They think that if you be lieve in an gels and the Sec ond Com ing then
you must be crazy. Then ap par ently the world is full of a lot of crazy peo ple!

And so they asked Billy this ques tion and he an swered un equiv o cally,
“Yes, I do. The bi ble teaches Je sus is com ing and I don’t see any other hope but
that we are head ing for ca tas tro phe in this world.” Now prob a bly he would
have thought that more then than he would now. I see ca tas tro phe but I also see
hope! I see both. The Word of God speaks of the cer tainty of the end of the
world.

Matthew 24 37 For the com ing of the Son of Man will be just like the days
of Noah. 38 For as in those days be fore the flood they were eat ing and
drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage, un til the day that Noah en -
tered the ark, 39 and they did not un der stand un til the flood came and took
them all away; so will the com ing of the Son of Man be. 

So what were the days of Noah like? Is there a par al lel to day? Oh yeah.
This world is grow ing in creas ingly wicked in its un der stand ing of the prin ci ples 
of God. Je sus says the Sec ond Com ing is go ing to be like that; you won’t un der -
stand it. A few will but most won’t. 

John 14:2-3 2 . . . for I go to pre pare a place for you. 3 If I go and pre pare
a place for you, I will come again and re ceive you to My self (not some
crazy place in limbo), that where I am, there you may be also.

Acts 1:9-11 9 And af ter He had said these things, He was lifted up while
they were look ing on, and a cloud re ceived Him out of their sight. 10 And
as they were gaz ing in tently into the sky while He was go ing, be hold, two
men in white cloth ing stood be side them. 11 They also said, “Men of Gal i -
lee, why do you stand look ing into the sky? This Je sus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have 
watched Him go into heaven.”

This is God’s prom ise to you and me. Dale used to say, “If I know noth ing 
about the Sec ond Com ing, I do know there’s go ing to be at least one cloud.”

When is it Go ing to Hap pen? 
Acts 1 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or ep ochs (not
even the an gels) which the Fa ther has fixed by His own au thor ity; (Also
found in Matthew chap ter 24)

On a re cent va ca tion trip, I saw a statue of an an gel with a trum pet on her
lap, by the look on her face wait ing some what im pa tiently. The an gel does n’t
know when to blow that trum pet, only when she’s in structed to do so by the Fa -
ther. They don’t know when that hour is com ing ei ther. But they do know it is
com ing! And so do you! 

1 Thessalonians 4 16 For the Lord Him self will de scend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the arch an gel and with the trum pet of God, and
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the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and re main will
be caught up to gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
and so we shall al ways be with the Lord. 

That’s what Billy Gra ham be lieved and I be lieve it also. That’s what
scrip ture says. No tice Billy goes right to the scrip ture, right to the Word of God.
They asked him an other ques tion, “Do you think we are go ing to heaven the in -
stant we die or do we sleep or some thing like that un til Christ co mes again and
then we are awak ened?” We had a dis cus sion in a bi ble study re cently. I was
sur prised to find out that there are many dif fer ent opin ions out there. But Billy
an swered em phat i cally, “Yes, im me di ately to heaven.” Chris tians can fo cus on
mi nor mat ters rather than the ma jor one; we are go ing to be saved and have eter -
nal life. No body dis agrees with that but they dif fer on how that works out. A lot
of it be cause they don’t know the Word of God the way they should. 

Of the di vin ity of Christ we have no doubt. His death and the cross for our 
sal va tion, His Res ur rec tion from the dead and our hope of heaven to come. Billy 
says, “I am con vinced that when we die we im me di ately en ter the pres ence of
the Lord. At some fu ture time af ter that we will be given new bod ies sim i lar to
the body that Je sus had af ter His Res ur rec tion to a glo ri fied body. But in the
mean time our souls are with the Lord and we are fully con scious of be ing in His
pres ence.” So that’s why Billy can say what he said be fore he died, “Some day
you will hear peo ple say that Billy Gra ham was dead. Don’t you be lieve it, I’ve
just changed my ad dress.” That’s what he said! Be cause he be lieves it. So do I.
We are cer tainly con fi dent and pre fer to be away from our body and to be at
home with the Lord (Paul says in 2 Co rin thi ans). Else where Paul says, “I de sire
to de part and be with Christ which is better by far (Philippians 4:23). So Paul
was a be liever in this con cept too. When he dies will he go to pur ga tory or
limbo? No, he is go ing into the pres ence of the Lord and it is better for him to be
there than in the sit u a tion that he is in here on earth. For tu nately the Lord had
him here on earth and kept him there to ac com plish His work. 

Good Works for Us to Do
You see, God has good works for you to do here on this earth! Let me tell

you what you should ex pect from life here. This Bi ble is your “Us ers’ Man ual.” 

We re pent for our evil na ture and our re bel lion against God. That’s our
en trance to the King dom of Heaven, when we are born-again and we re ceive His 
for give ness. We are a new crea ture in Christ; we are born-again! Ev ery one in
this room. We en ter His King dom through the wa ter of Bap tism. Ev ery one here.
We are filled with the Spirit of God. We are linked to our broth ers and sis ters in
Christ, the body of Christ. Don’t try to walk it out alone! It is a hard row to hoe
all by your self. 

Then what? Just heaven; we’re here now, just wor ship the Lord ev ery
Sunday . . . No. He pre pared for us good works for us even from the be gin ning,
even be fore the be gin ning. He has pre pared works for us to do which even in -
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cludes en ter tain ing an gels even though we may not re al ize we are. Or we can
stop and reach our hand out just in friend ship. 

On the way to Church this morn ing, I no ticed a man on Sawkill Road. We
were go ing North and he was headed South. When I first saw him he was sit ting
on a rock with his head in his hands look ing down. Just sit ting there. I thought
that this could n’t be good. And so, I thought he was n’t just there rest ing, he was
in trou ble. I turned the car around and went back and he had got ten up and
started walk ing South. I asked him as he turned his head to see why I was stop -
ping, “Are you all right?” He said he was but the look on his face said he was n’t. 
We be gan to pray for him. Is n’t that what good works are about? Even more than 
that.

It is the be gin ning of good work when you can have com pas sion for those 
who are suf fer ing. I re al ize there was al most noth ing I could do for him or that
he wanted me to do for him at that mo ment. But, a door could be opened for him
to re ceive an other word that could res cue him maybe even for eter nity. The look
on his face was one of de spair. How many peo ple at the Mall have you seen with
that same look? Or Walmart, wher ever you may go. The look on their face even
with out ask ing is one of de spair. So, God has cre ated for you good works to
walk in even if the only good you do is to en cour age oth ers, that’s good. Your
smile can be in fec tious. The Lord in you is wait ing for them, to bring them life,
to see the life that you have. 

Con formed to His Im age
An other thing that you have af ter all this re pen tance stuff and be ing in the 

Church, is that we are be ing con formed into His im age, by the deal ings of God,
be ing con formed into the im age of Christ. Not into the im age that you think
you’re sup posed to be. God’s paint ing this pic ture of re al ity for you ev ery day. It 
be comes clearer and clearer who you are sup posed to be as you walk with the
Lord and with your broth ers and sis ters. That is why we need each other. 

Then What Hap pens When We Die?
We’ve just lived our life and now we’re go ing to be with the Lord. Our

phys i cal body gives up the ghost, lit er ally. The soul and the spirit within me
does n’t stay with this flesh, does n’t hang out there. We see crosses put up by
peo ple along the side of the road be cause some peo ple be lieve that in the place
where you die there is still a rem nant of  you. Go back in his tory, this only is
found in cer tain cults in the Mid dle East that be lieve such non sense! This is
where the car hit the tele phone pole; Mom is still there some how. Her spirit will
come back to where she died! No. How tragic a be lief and un der stand ing of who 
peo ple are! When you die you are not go ing to be here in these bones and flesh!
Your spirit is go ing to be face to face with the Lord in the pres ence of God! Not
in limbo, hang ing out for thou sands of years! Or even for a sec ond. You will be
with the Lord know ing the pres ence of God. That’s what the scrip tures are
preach ing. And in the Sec ond Com ing, these bones and the dust that re mains,
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wher ever they may find them, are go ing to come to gether mi rac u lously into a
liv ing form! You will be res ur rected from the dead as a body and you’re glo ri -
fied body will come down from heaven and re join with it. Not sci ence-fic tion,
this is scrip ture. Not your imag i na tion, scrip ture.

The Sec ond Com ing of Christ is what we are go ing to be look ing for ward
to. Again I say, “Why do I care about this flesh?” It will be dust like any other
dust in the heav ens. Yes but as He gave birth to us, He wants us to know that it is
Him who gave birth to us as a hu man be ing. You will never be de parted from the
pro cess of be ing a hu man for ever in eter nity. You will know that you are a hu -
man be ing cre ated by God be cause your form will be so glo ri fied and awe some.
That should make you real happy! That’s not just some thing that’s go ing to hap -
pen later on. That’s to make you happy now. Now I look at cre ation and say,
“Wow, I have some thing to give that these peo ple don’t even un der stand. The
an i mals don’t have a clue on how to un der stand.” The dog, cat, fish in the
aquar ium, they never will. You have it, the Holy Spirit within you is go ing to
rise up.

What’s in Store?
Then what? Now this gets com pli cated. First thing that co mes to my

mind, scrip ture says we are go ing to judge the an gels. Are you ready to do that?
We can not even pick out a judge for Su preme Court just now. But we are go ing
to judge an gels! Wow. Don’t put your self down. This is one thing wait ing for
me, I’m not sure I’m up to it, but God will pre pare me. And too, at some point in
the end we are not only be fore the face of God, but we are go ing to be One with
Him and the Fa ther for an eter nity. We can not even imag ine this. That’s what it
says in Rev e la tions, He will cre ate all things new. He will not desert you for
even a mo ment in that pro cess. You will be new. He will never leave you for
dead. 

Now, what about the Church? What has the Church be lieved through the
ages? Not what it be lieves now, not the real Church but the Protestant and Cath -
o lic or ga ni za tions. So I went to the Wesminster Cat e chism. It is kind of in ter est -
ing, it says some re ally nice stuff. Back in those days when it was orig i nally
writ ten they were try ing to un der stand, doc trin ally, ev ery sin gle doc trine to be
ab so lute. They got some things wrong, but to be hon est, they got some things
right. What does it have to say about the Res ur rec tion? 

Wesminster Cat e chism, chap ter 32, para graph “I” : The bod ies of men are 
des tined to re turn to dust and see cor rup tion (they are in touch with re al ity).
But, their souls which nei ther die nor sleep (if you go there you will find out
which scrip tures they are re fer ring to), hav ing an im mor tal sub stance im me di -
ately re turn to God who gave them the souls of the righ teous be ing then made
per fect of ho li ness, are re ceived in the high est heav ens where they be hold the
face of God in light and glory, wait ing for the full re demp tion of their bod ies. 
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There is a rea son they used all those words just the way they were writ ten, 
as cat e chisms are re ally into mak ing sure all the words are just right. They are
say ing you be come per fect be cause a lot of who you are is not per fect when you
die. We are washed by the blood of the lamb and at that point when you go be -
fore the face of God, you don’t have to worry about that any more. You are to -
tally and com pletely in Christ, you have be come holy. There is no in ter me di ate
pur ga tory or limbo. That was a big thing back then with the Cath o lic Cat e chism. 
They would not be lieve in that im me di ate per fec tion. They be lieved that you
still have all these sins with you car ry ing them into the sec ond world, so your
rel a tives then had to buy you in dul gence or pen ance for you and do nate money
in Church for you so you could go up to the next rung! There was n’t the high est
level of heaven in this Cath o lic be lief; there was the low est level of heaven, then 
there were in ter me di ate steps and if you had enough money do nated for you,
you could make it to the high est level. So why did they be lieve that? Wesminster 
said that was to tally crazy, not the heart of God at all. The heart of God is that
He loves you and wants you with Him! He is go ing to take care of all the sin and 
you won’t have to worry about that any more. You will be come holy. But, they
also be lieved that the souls of the wicked are caste into Hell where they re main
in the tor ments of outer dark ness (there are other scrip tures to prove that) re -
served for the judg ment in the Great Day, re served for the judg ment of the Sec -
ond Com ing. 

Be sides these two places, Heaven or Hell, when the soul sep a rates from
its body, the scrip tures ac knowl edge none. There is no other place. Some might
say there is a spe cial place for sci en tists. No, nei ther pol i ti cians, etc. But scrip -
ture is clear there are only two places, in the pres ence of God or not. There are
those who are not wait ing for the Sec ond Com ing. Eternal judg ment will be
upon them. 

1 Co rin thi ans 15 51 Be hold, I tell you a mys tery; we will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed, 52 in a mo ment, in the twin kling of an eye, at the
last trum pet; for the trum pet will sound, (the Sec ond Com ing) . . .

Again the word sleep. That’s where some peo ple get the idea that we
sleep, but Je sus said no. We come be fore the face of God, Cat e chism says that,
Billy Gra ham says that, we say that. You may not be lieve it but if I’m wrong, oh
well..

. . . for the trum pet will sound, and the dead will be raised im per ish able,
and we will be changed. 53 For this per ish able must put on the im per ish -
able, and this mor tal must put on im mor tal ity. 54 But when this per ish able
will have put on the im per ish able, and this mor tal will have put on im -
mor tal ity, then will come about the say ing that is writ ten, “Death is swal -
lowed up in vic tory. 55 O death, where is your vic tory? O death, where is
your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57

but thanks be to God, who gives us the vic tory through our Lord Je sus
Christ.
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The vic tory is now and the vic tory is then. At last, the very last the sev -
enth an gel blew his trum pet and there were mighty voices in heaven shout ing:
the do min ion (that is the King dom and the Sov er eignty of Al mighty God) of the
world has now come into pos ses sion and be come the King dom of our Lord, the
Christ, the Mes siah, and He shall reign for ever and ever for eter ni ties to eter ni -
ties. And it is that Res ur rec tion that Sec ond Com ing that is so en cour ag ing to
me. It is at that place. I will be there stand ing in my glo ri fied body that will have
pain no lon ger. And I will not have a tear in my eye. There will be no is sues that
will be be fore me that will en cum ber me from see ing my God face to face. And
the strength of His King dom will be there! Now, I am happy. I can see more of
the pic ture of re al ity be fore me be cause of the Sec ond Com ing. I can see more of 
the in tent and the pur poses of God be cause of the Sec ond Com ing. He is not go -
ing to make you into some dif fer ent life form; He is go ing to make you into who
you are with a glo ri fied body. 

Amen. Let’s Pray: Thank You, Lord Je sus, for the Word which saves us.
You are the Word. You come to day to paint the pic ture a lit tle clearer of
what it is go ing to be like af ter we are gone from earth. And, what it is go -
ing to be like when You come again. What a day in deed it will be and
there is no un cer tainty of its hap pen ing. It will hap pen. It is not some how
go ing to come when it does n’t mat ter any more. It will come when it mat -
ters the most! So we stand as a Church pre pared to do the good works
that You have pre pared for us to do. We will smile in the face of de spair
and grief, reach ing out to a brother or sis ter that You’re call ing to them
with a voice from heaven. We ask You, Lord, to give us the power of the
Holy Spirit to break through the walls the en emy has built around them so 
that they can not hear any more. The mir a cle of the Sec ond Com ing. They
can not hear any more of the mir a cle of eter nal life and the life and the
pur poses of God in their life now that is so won der ful, one that is there for 
us. And we thank You, Lord God, for re deem ing and sav ing us to day in
Your grace and mercy for the obe di ence that Brad was talk ing about ear -
lier (Obe di ence is better than Sac ri fice). For the glory that our sis ter was
shar ing with us. That we would know You face to face. What a won der ful 
time it shall be. 
Amen and amen.

_________

Con firm ing Pro phetic Word just be fore teach ing.

July 15, 2018 Sol o mon’s Tem ple, Claudia Scott

I would have you stop and con sider the  mar vel ous work I am do ing,
build ing some thing greater than any thing you could ever imag ine or think. I
would have you con sider Sol o mon’s tem ple and how I use sym bols and shadow
types in My Word, a tem ple greater than any thing that had ever been built and
noth ing built since can com pare, even right up to this day. Ev ery thing was cov -
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ered in gold. Many skilled crafts men and ar ti san worked their skills into its de -
sign and fur nish ings. King Da vid had been given the plans by the Lord and he
wrote them all care fully down to be ac com plished by his son, Sol o mon. Much,
much gold. Sil ver was so com mon that it was like stones on the ground. Its fame
went out through out all the na tions and is still talked about to day.

So why was it built? Why was it built like that? Why was it built, My peo -
ple? What is it a type of?  It was not just for the for give ness of sins, though it was 
for that. Was it just that life would be eas ier if you looked to the House of the
Lord for mercy? Not just for the for give ness of sins. Not just for mercy! But
built for the Glory of God! At its con se cra tion the Glory of God came down as a
great cloud and filled the tem ple so that none could en ter in.

Just so I am build ing a Church to house the glory of God. What is the dif -
fer ence be tween the Old and the New? But that the Holy Spirit of God has come
into you (not a build ing). So why live down there in the old of just for give ness
and mercy alone? I want you to rise up. I want you to re al ize how great the work
I am do ing in you. You will be great! It is not just re ceiv ing the for give ness of
sins. It’s not just mercy. It is My Glory! You are the Sons of God!  God is liv ing
in you! You are My Church! I have much, much, much big ger things in store for
you. And just as Sol o mon’s tem ple was greater than any thing on this earth, just
so, the House that I am build ing this day will be so great and so pow er ful and
such a ve hi cle filled with the Glory of My Fa ther! I want you to re al ize that and
rise up and be more than you are. . . more than you think you can be. I want you
to re al ize you can be all that I have for you!
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